
Ancient Inscriptions and the OT: Non-Hebrew Inscriptions 

Merneptah Stele 

-Dates to about 1208 BC 

-Text (from G. W. Ahlström and D. Edelman, “Merneptah’s Israel,” JNES 44/1): 

 The princes are prostrate, saying “Peace!” Not one raises his head among the Nine 

Bows. Desolation is for Tehenu (=Libya); Hatti (=northern Syria and Palestine) is pacified; 

plundered is Canaan with every evil; carried off is Ashkelon; seized upon is Gezer; Yeno‘am is 

made as that which does not exist. Israel is laid waste, his seed is not; Kharu (=southern Syria 

and Palestine) has become a widow because of Egypt! All lands together are pacified; everyone 

who was restless has been bound by the King of Upper and Lower Egypt. 

Deir Alla Inscription 

-Dates to the eighth century BC 

-Text (translation by C. L. Seow, Prophets and Prophecy in the Ancient Near East): 

 The warning of the Book of [Balaam, son of Beo]r, who was a seer of the gods. The gods 

came to him at night [and spoke to] him according to the ora[cle] of El. They said to Ba[la]am, 

son of Beor, “Thus will […] do hereafter. No one [has seen …]… 

-Num 24:2-4 And Balaam lifted up his eyes and saw Israel camping tribe by tribe. And the Spirit 

of God came upon him, and he took up his discourse and said, “The oracle of Balaam the son of 

Beor, the oracle of the man whose eye is opened, the oracle of him who hears the words of God, 

who sees the vision of the Almighty, falling down with his eyes uncovered…” 

Mesha Stele 

-Dates to the second half of the ninth century BC 

-Text: 

 Lines 4-21: When Omri was king of Israel he oppressed Moab for many days because 

Chemosh had been angry with his land. His son (Ahab) succeeded him and he also said, “I will 

oppress Moab.” He said this in my days. But I looked on him and his house and Israel utterly 

perished forever. Now Omri had taken possession of the land of Medebah, and he dwelt in it for 

his days and half of the days of his son: forty years. And Chemosh restored it in my days and I 

built up Ba‘almeon and I made in it a reservoir and I built up Kiriathem. And the men of Gad 

dwelt in the land of Atarot from of old and the king of Israel built up for himself Ataroth, but I 

fought against the town and I took it and I killed all the people of the town as a satisfaction for 

Chemosh and for Moab. From there I brought back the altar hearth (???) of its ??? and I 

dragged it before Chemosh in Kerioth. And I settled in it the men of Sharon and the men of 

MHRT. Then Chemosh said to me, go, take Nebo against Israel. So, I went by night and fought 

against it from the break of dawn until noon and I seized it and I killed all of it, seven thousand 

men, and male sojourners, women, and female sojourners and female slaves because I devoted it 



to destruction for Ashtar-Kemosh and I took from there the vessels of Yahweh and I dragged 

them before Chemosh. And the king of Israel built Yaḥaṣ and dwelt in it when he fought against 

me. And Kemosh drove him out from before me and I took from Moab two hundred men, all its 

company, and I took it up against Yaḥaṣ and I seized it to add to Dibon… 

 Lines 31-33: And as for Hawronen the house of [D]avid dwelled in it … And Chemosh 

[sa]id to me, “Go down, battle with Hawronen.” So I went down and [I fought against the town 

and I seized it and] Chemosh restored it in my days and … 

-2 Kings 3:4-7 “Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheep breeder, and he had to deliver to the king 

of Israel 100,000 lambs and the wool of 100,000 rams. But when Ahab died, the king of Moab 

rebelled against the king of Israel. So King Jehoram marched out of Samaria at that time and 

mustered all Israel. And he went and sent word to Jehoshaphat king of Judah, ‘The king of Moab 

has rebelled against me. Will you go with me to battle against Moab’ And he said, ‘I will go. I 

am as you are, my people as your people, my horses as your horses.’” 

-2 Kings 3:21-27 “When all the Moabites heard that the kings had come up to fight against them, 

all who were able to put on armor, from the youngest to the oldest, were called out and were 

drawn up at the border. And when they rose early in the morning and the sun shone on the water, 

the Moabites saw the water opposite them as red as blood. And they said, “This is blood; the 

kings have surely fought together and struck one another down. Now then, Moab, to the spoil!” 

But when they came to the camp of Israel, the Israelites rose and struck the Moabites, till they 

fled before them. And they went forward, striking the Moabites as they went. And they 

overthrew the cities, and on every good piece of land every man threw a stone until it was 

covered. They stopped every spring of water and felled all the good trees, till only its stones were 

left in Kir-hareseth, and the slingers surrounded and attacked it. When the king of Moab saw that 

the battle was going against him, he took with him 700 swordsmen to break through, opposite the 

king of Edom, but they could not. Then he took his oldest son who was to reign in his place and 

offered him for a burnt offering on the wall. And there came great wrath against Israel. And they 

withdrew from him and returned to their own land.” 

Tel Dan Stele 

-Dates to the mid-9th Century, similar to the Mesha inscription 

-Text: 

 My father went up [against him when] he fought at Abel(?) and my father lay down and 

went to his [ancestors]. And the king of Israel formerly entered the land of my father. And Hadad 

made [me] king myself. And Hadad went before me [and] I went out from seven … of my 

kingdom and I killed seve[nty ki]ngs, who harnessed thou[sands of char]iots and thousands of 

horses and [I killed Jo]ram, son of Ah[ab], king of Israel and I kille[d Ahaz]iah, son of [Joram, 

ki]ng of the house of David. And I set their land as … 

-2 Kings 8:7-15 Now Elisha came to Damascus. Ben-hadad the king of Syria was sick. And 

when it was told him, “The man of God has come here,” the king said to Hazael, “Take a present 

with you and go to meet the man of God, and inquire of the LORD through him, saying, ‘Shall I 



recover from this sickness’” So Hazael went to meet him, and took a present with him, all kinds 

of goods of Damascus, forty camel loads. When he came and stood before him, he said, “Your 

son Ben-hadad king of Syria has sent me to you, saying, ‘Shall I recover from this sickness’” 

And Elisha said to him, “Go, say to him, ‘You shall certainly recover,’ but the LORD has shown 

me that he shall certainly die.” And he fixed his gaze and stared at him, until he was 

embarrassed. And the man of God wept. And Hazael said, “Why does my lord weep?” He 

answered, “Because I know the evil that you will do to the people of Israel. You will set on fire 

their fortresses, and you will kill their young men with the sword and dash in pieces their little 

ones and rip open their pregnant women.” And Hazael said, “What is your servant, who is but a 

dog, that he should do this great thing?” Elisha answered, “The LORD has shown me that you 

are to be king over Syria.” Then he departed from Elisha and came to his master, who said to 

him, “What did Elisha say to you?” And he answered, “He told me that you would certainly 

recover.” But the next day he took the bed cloth and dipped it in water and spread it over his 

face, till he died. And Hazael became king in his place. 

-2 Kings 9:14-16 Thus Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son of Nimshi conspired against Joram. 

(Now Joram with all Israel had been on guard at Ramoth-gilead against Hazael king of Syria, but 

King Joram had returned to be healed in Jezreel of the wounds that the Syrians had given him, 

when he fought with Hazael king of Syria.) So Jehu said, “If this is your decision, then let no one 

slip out of the city to go and tell the news in Jezreel.” Then Jehu mounted his chariot and went to 

Jezreel, for Joram lay there. And Ahaziah king of Judah had come down to visit Joram. 

-2 Kings 9:21-28 Joram said, “Make ready.” And they made ready his chariot. Then Joram king 

of Israel and Ahaziah king of Judah set out, each in his chariot, and went to meet Jehu, and met 

him at the property of Naboth the Jezreelite. And when Joram saw Jehu, he said, “Is it peace, 

Jehu?” He answered, “What peace can there be, so long as the whorings and the sorceries of your 

mother Jezebel are so many?” Then Joram reined about and fled, saying to Ahaziah, “Treachery, 

O Ahaziah!” And Jehu drew his bow with his full strength, and shot Joram between the 

shoulders, so that the arrow pierced his heart, and he sank in his chariot. Jehu said to Bidkar his 

aide, “Take him up and throw him on the plot of ground belonging to Naboth the Jezreelite. For 

remember, when you and I rode side by side behind Ahab his father, how the LORD made this 

pronouncement against him: ‘As surely as I saw yesterday the blood of Naboth and the blood of 

his sons--declares the LORD--I will repay you on this plot of ground.’ Now therefore take him 

up and throw him on the plot of ground, in accordance with the word of the LORD.” When 

Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this, he fled in the direction of Beth-haggan. And Jehu pursued 

him and said, “Shoot him also.” And they shot him in the chariot at the ascent of Gur, which is 

by Ibleam. And he fled to Megiddo and died there. His servants carried him in a chariot to 

Jerusalem, and buried him in his tomb with his fathers in the city of David. 

Black Obelisk of Shalmaneser III 

-Text (from oracc.museum.upenn.edu): 

 I received tribute from Iaua (=Jehu or Joram), son of Omri: silver, gold, a golden bowl, 

a golden tureen, golden pails, tin, the staffs ‘of the king’s hand’ and a spear. 



Neo-Babylonian Ration Texts 

-These tablets date to the reign of Nebuchadnezzar II (some date specifically to 592 BC) 

-Texts (translated from E. F. Weidner, “Jojachin, König von Juda, in babylonischen 

Keilschrifttexten”): 

 Babylon 28122: f[o]r Jehoiachin, kin[g of the land of Judah] 

 Babylon 28178: ½ for Jehoiachin, king of the land of Jud[ah], 2 ½ for the five [son]s of 

the king of the land of Judah… 4 sila for 8 men of Judah, ½ [sila for each]. 

 Babylon 28186: ½ for Jehoiachin, son of the king of Judah, 2 ½ for the five sons of the 

king of Judah in the hands of Qenaiah. 

-2 Kings 24:10-16 At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up to 

Jerusalem, and the city was besieged. And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to the city 

while his servants were besieging it, and Jehoiachin the king of Judah gave himself up to the 

king of Babylon, himself and his mother and his servants and his officials and his palace 

officials. The king of Babylon took him prisoner in the eighth year of his reign and carried off all 

the treasures of the house of the LORD and the treasures of the king's house, and cut in pieces all 

the vessels of gold in the temple of the LORD, which Solomon king of Israel had made, as the 

LORD had foretold. He carried away all Jerusalem and all the officials and all the mighty men of 

valor, 10,000 captives, and all the craftsmen and the smiths. None remained, except the poorest 

people of the land. And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon. The king's mother, the king's 

wives, his officials, and the chief men of the land he took into captivity from Jerusalem to 

Babylon. And the king of Babylon brought captive to Babylon all the men of valor, 7,000, and 

the craftsmen and the metal workers, 1,000, all of them strong and fit for war. 

-2 Kings 25:27-30 And in the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin king of Judah, in the 

twelfth month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, Evil-merodach king of Babylon, in the 

year that he began to reign, graciously freed Jehoiachin king of Judah from prison. And he spoke 

kindly to him and gave him a seat above the seats of the kings who were with him in Babylon. 

So Jehoiachin put off his prison garments. And every day of his life he dined regularly at the 

king's table, and for his allowance, a regular allowance was given him by the king, according to 

his daily needs, as long as he lived. 

Cyrus Cylinder 

-Text (translated by A. Leo Oppenheim, ANET): 

 All the kings of the entire world from the Upper to the Lower Sea, those who are seated 

in throne rooms, (those who) live in other [types of buildings as well as] all the kings of the West 

land living in tents, brought their heavy tributes and kissed my feet in Babylon. (As to the region) 

from … as far as Ashur and Susa, Agade, Eshnunna, the towns of Zamban, Me-Turnu, Der as 

well as the region of the Gutians, I returned to (these) sacred cities on the other side of the 

Tigris, the sanctuaries of which have been ruins for a long time, the images which (used) to live 

therein and established for them permanent sanctuaries. I (also) gathered all their (former) 



inhabitants and returned (to them) their habitations. Furthermore, I resettled upon the command 

of Marduk, the great lord, all the gods of Sumer and Akkad whom Nabonidus has brought into 

Babylon to the anger of the lord of the gods, unharmed, in their (former) chapels, the places 

which make them happy. 

-Ezra 1:1-4 (cf. Ezra 6:3-5 and 2 Chr 36:23) In the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the 

word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of 

Cyrus king of Persia, so that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom and also put it 

in writing: “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia: The LORD, the God of heaven, has given me all the 

kingdoms of the earth, and he has charged me to build him a house at Jerusalem, which is in 

Judah. Whoever is among you of all his people, may his God be with him, and let him go up to 

Jerusalem, which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the LORD, the God of Israel--he is the 

God who is in Jerusalem. And let each survivor, in whatever place he sojourns, be assisted by the 

men of his place with silver and gold, with goods and with beasts, besides freewill offerings for 

the house of God that is in Jerusalem.” 

 


